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Lawrence Township residents braved the chilly December evening on Friday,
December 5 to gather at the Municipal Building for the annual "Deck the Town Hall"
tree lighting celebration. Despite the cold weather, the festive atmosphere warmed
hearts as families enjoyed an evening filled with holiday cheer.
The well-attended event featured cookie decorating, children's crafts, a trackless
train ride, and visits with winter characters. Santa Claus made a spectacular arrival
at 6:30 p.m., just in time for the official tree lighting ceremony. Families enjoyed free
hot chocolate and cookies while supplies lasted.
The evening's success was the result of outstanding teamwork across multiple
township departments and volunteer groups. The Lawrence Township Recreation
Department coordinated the planning, with dedicated support from the Recreation
Advisory Committee. The Lawrence Police Department helped ensure a safe and
smooth event, while local fire companies and EMT’s brought Santa to the delight of
children and families.
Mayor and Council members joined the celebration, greeting residents and
participating in the festivities. The Public Works Department deserves special
recognition for their extensive preparation and beautiful display, with particular
appreciation to Bob, Dave, and Joe (who embraced his inner "Buddy the Elf") for
their exceptional work.
The Lawrence Township Tree Lighting continues to be a beloved tradition that brings
the community together to kick off the holiday season. Thank you to everyone who
attended and to all the volunteers and staff who made the evening possible.



Chief Kevin Reading, the
Lawrence Township Police
Department and the
American Red Cross would
like to thank everyone that
came out to donate on
December 1st at our most
recent blood drive.
29 whole blood units were
collected, which will help
around 87 hospital
patients.

Chief Kevin Reading and the
Lawrence Township Police
Department sincerely thank
Kulak Arms & Outfitters LLC,
Lawrence Township FOP Lodge
209, and Lawrence Township
residents for their continued
generosity. Because of you,
another successful toy drop was
made possible, with donations
going to HomeFront to help
local families and children

Spotlight on 

Police Officer Na'Air Campbell
recently had a wonderful
experience shopping with
Middle School students at
Quakerbridge Mall. The children
enjoyed meeting Santa, touring
a Lawrence Township Police
vehicle, and building positive
connections with Officer
Campbell. It was a great day
filled with smiles and fun.



Let's talk about Sustainable Jersey certification levels!
Lawrence Township just earned SILVER—a significant honor that places us among NJ's

leading sustainable communities. But we've heard the question: "Why not Gold?"
Here's the key: Sustainable Jersey's Gold is NOT a higher level of municipal

certification. It's a specialized "Gold Star" designation awarded only in limited
categories (like Energy or Water) and requires meeting extremely demanding,

measurable standards across the ENTIRE community—including utilities, private-
sector energy use, water agencies, and resident behavior that municipalities cannot

directly control.
Gold Stars also require extensive data modeling, technical verification, long-term

monitoring, and often substantial capital investment. Only a handful of NJ towns have
achieved Gold in any category.

Our Silver Certification reflects the excellent sustainability work our township CAN
control—and we're already excelling at it. 

Lawrence Township is pleased to
announce the appointment of

Christopher Longo as Deputy Municipal
Manager and Director of Public Safety.
A lifelong Lawrence Township resident,

Longo brings over 25 years of public
service experience, having served the

Lawrence Township Police Department
from dispatcher to Chief of Police before

retiring in January 2025. 
"I am honored to continue serving the

community I have called home my entire
life," said Longo. 



 Need help with utility bills? 
“Income limits are higher than ever,” DCA
Assistant Commissioner and Director of
the Division of Housing and Community
Resources, Janel Winter said. “If you're

struggling to manage your bills, now is the
time to apply.”

 Apply now: https://conta.cc/4gOpIU6
 Funds are limited — don’t wait!

We're grateful to Lawrence Township
resident Bonne O'Flanagan Giglio for

stepping up to organize the November
food drive! Thanks to her dedication and

the generosity of our community, she
collected and donated 5 large deliveries

of food to neighbors in need through
Arm and Arm.

Every can, box, and bag truly makes a
difference in ensuring everyone in

Lawrence has a place at the table. Thank
you, Bonne, for embodying the spirit of

neighbors helping neighbors! 

https://conta.cc/4gOpIU6?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExd25kTGhCaEFVQ2RsbUhtawEeRzMuFeO1nxjBPE34jKNltSjhtnRzE1PgDkMtvKVkjcBtsPfLQdGtyS93LXI_aem_RrR_cL62f400U_VN27xH8Q


 Our senior center got creative with a festive
winter craft! Participants decorated pinecones

with bells and ribbon, then coated them in
peanut butter and birdseed to create beautiful

bird feeder ornaments. Check out the Senior
Center Calendar for the many great upcoming

activities for Seniors age 60+










